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CANCER OF THE FACE. 


[Translated for the Medical Journal, by B. B. ArrLeton, Jr. from the Italian of Placido Portal, Prof. 
of Surgery and Obstetrics in the Royal University of Palermo, &c. &c.] 


“ Duo sunt precipui Medicine cardines, Ratio et Observatio; observatio tamen est 
filum, ad quod dirigi debent Medicorum ratiocinia.”—Bac.ivi. 
NoTWITHSTANDING the great advances of science, the physicians of the 
present day can scarcely be said to have more control over this most 
obstinate and formidable of diseases, than the physicians of former times. 
After repeated observations, and the most accurate study of its pathologi- 
cal anatomy, can we be said to be better able to distinguish this malady 
in its essential characters? Or, with our greater means of information, 
are we better able to recognize it in its incipient stages, or extirpate it 
with greater dexterity or success, than our predecessors? Or, in its ad- 
vanced stages, are we more able to control its progres, or alleviate its 
pain by the use of antiphlogistics and sedatives? Or, in fine, to distin- 
guish it with more just discrimination from all the various morbid appear- 

ances which so closely assimilate it ? 

Among the various kinds of cancer, the cancroid ulcer of the face 
must be allowed to be pre-eminently that in which the greatest discrimi- 
nation and closeness of investigation are required ; since so many affec- 
tions of the face, when viewed in the first period of their development, 
so nearly assimilate it, and are in consequence so liable to be confounded 
with it. All the different kinds of eating ulcers, whether phagedenic, 
herpetic, or scrofulous ; the ulcers of the mucous membrane of the 
mouth, of the tongue, fauces, and nostrils; globular tumors, and a host 
of others of a similar nature, so nearly resemble this disease in its incli- 
pient period, that the greatest care and circumspection are necessary to 
distinguish them from the cancroid ulcers which attack the integuments 
of the face. 

It often makes its appearance under the form of a small, hard and 
wrinkled tubercle, and sometimes under that of a sore hardly recogniza- 
ble by the surgeon, because continuing in the same situation, it is often 
confounded, as I have remarked, with the affections which resemble it. 
But if it should be accidentally scratched or wounded with the razor 
(and it is not unfrequently exposed to this kind of injury), or stimulated 
by constant rubbing, or in any way irritated, it inflames and ulcerates, be- 
comes covered with a crust, and, after some time, there is occasional , 
experienced a ~~ of uneasiness, attended with itching. It 
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not apt to be painful at its commencement; it enlarges, however, at its 
base, becomes irregular at its edges, and its cavity gradually fills with 
fungous granulations furrowed with depressions, from which issues an 
ichorous discharge, possessing an odor peculiar to itself. It seldom hap- 
pens that a skilful man is called at this period, sll more rarely that he 
is summoned at the first commencement of the disease ; and sometimes, 
if called, the erroneous practice of the surgeon suggests the indication of 
excitants and escharotics. ‘The ulcer then rapidly inflames, enlarges, 
and speedily attacks the surrounding parts; a lancinating pain is now 
felt, the features of the face are changed, the appetite and sleep are de- 
stroyed, thirst becomes constant and urgent, the pulse quick and small, 
and continued hemorrhages ensue, to which the patient soon falls a victim. 

In the last and middle periods, all the remedies employed, both ex- 
ternally and internally, seem to me to be fruitless ; confidence ought 
only to be placed in soothing applications to arrest the rapid progress of 
the evil, since all the other means, by irritating and exasperating it, only 
serve to accelerate its destructive disposition. ‘The most certain and ap- 
propriate remedy is extirpation to a sufficient extent and depth, 
whether it may be in the first stage of hardened tubercle, or in the com- 
mencement of ulceration ; in this case, immediately after the extirpation 
the actual cautery should be applied, with a view to the destruction of 
the stratum of tissue beneath, which baving sympathized in the morbid 
alteration, might otherwise tend to reproduce the disease. ‘This I have 
often found effectual in the first periods of the disease, because then the 
ulceration exists in the form of the most simple local cancer, which con- 
tinues circumscribed for so long a time that its deleterious action is not 
developed. 

A lady about 40 years of age had been affected for some months with 
this disease upon the left eyebrow ; it assumed the form of a hard, loath- 
some pustule, ulcerous and itching, which subsequently degenerated into 
an irregular wound, presenting all the appearances of a cancroid ulcer at 
its commencement. [ extirpated this, and treated the wound with sim- 
ple dressings. A very short time after the cicatrization, the disease re- 
appeared. | was obliged immediately to cut deeper and apply the cau- 
tery,* after which the disease disappeared and did not again return. 
subsequently adopted this same method with success in two other cases 
of this disorder, one of which made its appearance in the neck, and the 
other in the upper lip. The disease in the latter case was confined to 
the cellular tissue situated between the mucous membrane and the skin, 
not extending so far as the cavity of the mouth. The ulcer in this case 
was not deep, although large and irregular, and the subjacent mucous 
follicles were in some degree changed from their usual appearance. 
The operation which 1 practised was very fortunate in its issue, a firm 
cicatrix forming in a few days, without leaving the slightest deformity. 
The method of operating was as follows. I removed the cancer by two 
elliptical incisions in the substance of the lip, preserving the commissure 


* [ apprehended that the application of the actual cautery, by exciting a great degree of inflamima- 
tion in the adjacent pericranium, would produce sympathetically an inflammation of the dura mater. 
I therefore einployed it with great caution, and took care to adopt afterwards active local and inter- 
nai antiphiogistic treatment. 
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of the mouth, and afterwards passed over the wound an iron heated to 
whiteness, alter which simple dressings and compresses were applied, 
and these supported by a double-headed roller properly secured. The 
cicatrization went on well, the granulations were healthy, and the wound 
produced by the operation healed without any deformity. 

Inthe May of 1836, | extirpated, in the Great Hospital, a cancroid 
from the right forearm. ‘T'wo elliptical incisions were made as above, 
and the wound united by the first intention, by means of adhesive straps. 
The patient left the hospital shortly after, perfectly cured. 

The excision, then, must be considered the most efficacious remedy 
when employed in season ; every other method has proved fruitless, 

The following is the only case of the kind which I ever recollect to 
have met with. Salvatore Marchese, a patient of the Military Hospital, 
was affected with cancer of the nose. He had applied to it an escharo- 
tic paste, given to him by a mendicant capuchin, one of the ingredients 
of which was cantharides. Immediately after its application, a phleg- 
monous erysipelas ensued which involved the cancer, a perfect line of 
demarcation was formed between the diseased and sound parts, and the 
result was a perfect cure of the disease. 

It by no means, however, follows from this, that the use of caustic is 
the preferable method in this disease. On the contrary, according to 
the principles of correct practice, the application of caustic to the affect- 
ed part is almost always followed by severe danger, and in the first peri- 
ods by aspeedy development of the disease. ‘The inflammation excited, 
conbined with an organic or hereditary predisposition, forms often the 
proximate cause of malignant cancer. 

In the treatment of the cancroid ulcer of the face, the antiphlogistic 
method, and especially local bleeding, together with soothing narcotics, 
have been advantageously resorted to, to calm the nervous irritation 
which always accompanies these affections. In all the individuals pre- 
sented to me in the last stages of this disorder, where I have supposed 
that the extirpation would be either useless or injurious, | have advised 
only the above system of treatment. By diminishing the local pain, it 
has not unfrequently served to arrest the rapid progress of the disease. 
By this system the advances of the cancer are often delayed, and the 
patients die perhaps of some other disease, as experience has often 
shown. ‘The beneficial results of this treatment have not been confined 
to the cancerous affections of the face, but have also happened to can- 
cers generated in some internal part of the body. 

After several observations of this kind, I think I may assert that can- 
cer is not necessarily, though it is generally, fatal. 


REMARKS ON JTINERANTS. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


NO. VIII.—CONCLUSION, 


We have come to this at last—that is, the conclusion. We have 
spent our time, and taxed our cranium, until we have come to number. 


‘ 
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eight, and what gain have we? None; for none but ourselves have 
read our report. Supposing we should continue our lucubrations to 
number eighty or eight hundred, thinking, perchance, they might diffuse 
some light—what would be our gain? Nothing, for none but our own 
brotherhood read medical publications. But suppose we should place 
them in the way of our other brothers, so that they could behold them- 
selves as in a glass—darkly behold themselves. Should we not gain 
something? Nothing; for but few of these, our illegitimate brethren, 
can read. Is there no way, then, to stay the infatuation of empiricism 
—to secure the public from such unparalleled imposition? None. At 
Jeast—I will say none. Do not the knights of lobelia, steam and cay- 
enne, dare us to our very teeth, and prophesy our downfall? “ We 
are the only legitimates,” say they. “ Our cause is gaining apace. 
Soon we shall drive away all the poticaries.” Is there no way to pre- 
vent this? But what will become of all the people? Who cares for 
the people? If they wi/l be such dupes, be so cheated out of their 
health and money, why let them wag. Why should we be troubled ? 

But there is a spark of philanthropy in the human breast that cannot 
be quenched. Ignorance and superstition feel it not ; selfishness hides 
it beneath a load of its own covetousness ; hatred keeps it far away. 
Those, however, who have drank at the fountain of understanding, have 
drawn in something that has excited it into activity. Generally the 
more information a person has, the more feeling he has for his brethren 
of the human family. Most commonly, those who have attended to the 
study of medicine, are not only a well-informed class of people, but 
persons who are actuated by liberal sentiments. They feel interested 
for the welfare of their brethren of the human family, and are solicitous 
to elevate them to their proper dignity. The ignorance which degrades 
them they wish to see removed, both for the sake of seeing them a 
more enlightened race of beings, and of ‘ifting them beyond the reach 
of imposition. They are mortified at beholding what has ever been con- 
sidered the “ enlightened community of New England and of America,” 
running mad with empiricism. They have feelings, perhaps, connected 
with their pecuniary circumstances. It would be strange if they had 
not. They cannot, therefore, look about them with indifference, and 
say ‘“ Who cares ?” &c. 

But there is no remedy, say you. Let us think again upon the sub- 
ject. The pen is a powerful instrument, when wielded by a person of 
judgment and talent, experience and tact. Power hath it, even to turn 
the world upside down. This, however, is not desired. ‘To banish 
ignorance and diffuse light, is the object. Wield it, then, with this in- 
tent. ‘This is a good cause, and it is more potent in a good cause than in 
a bad one. By it kings have been made to tremble upon their thrones, 
tyrants to yield their necks to the steel, and armies to stop in their ca- 
reer of conquest. Not only these things have been effected by it, but a 
new state of things in every respect has been brought about. A nation 
has been lifted from a state of degradation by it, anarchy has been found 
to yield its sway, superstition to hide itself, idolatry and irreligion to 


yield their domain. What is there that it hath not done? Give not 
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up, then, to charlatanism. Wield the weapon that is calculated to drive 
it far away. 

But if none will read but those who are the most intimately concern- 
ed, what will be the use?) They will read. If they will not or cannot, 
they will hear. Place what is intended for them to see in the proper 
vehicle, and, my word for it, if it compels them not to turn away their 
eyes, it will cause such a tingling in their ears as to haunt them in their 
nightly and daily dreams. ‘The popular newspapers are the vehicles 
which should contain these productions. Wormwood and gall should be 
mingled with the ink that is to be used; sarcasm, cutting as Greenland 
hills, should enter into the spirit of what is written ; and ridicule, deadly as 
mildew, should trail from the hand that indites. This would be calcu- 
lated to remove every particle of the imposition we are talking about ; to 
eradicate it, root and branch, from the land ; and there is no spirit in us 
if we resort not to the means in our power. F. 


OPERATIONS FOR THE EXCISION OF THE RIBS. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. } 


Tue two following cases possess great interest, not only from their rarity, 
but also from the severity of the operation, and the importance of the 
parts involved in the disease. Both operations have been done by Dr. 
Warren during the last fourteen months. One of the patients has long 
since recovered, and the other is now in a state of convalescence. 

The first case in which this operation was performed, was for a caries 
of the ribs. The patient was a gentleman of this city, 40 years of age, 
a patient of Dr. Bigelow. In the early part of his life he was subject 
to severe attacks of asthma; this he has been free from the last 
twelve years, during which time he has enjoyed good health, until the 
summer of 1834, when he had the typhus fever. On his recovery, af- 
ter an illness of six weeks, he was troubled with a severe pain in the 
right side, in the region of the angle of the sixth and seventh ribs. A 
small tumor shortly made its appearance at this point, which, after hav- 
ing remained stationary for some months, finally opened and discharged 
a quantity of sanious pus. In the spring of 1835, Dr. Warren was 
consulted on account of the fistulous cavity which had remained since 
the opening of the abscess. Upon examination, a small aperture was 
discovered on the side of the chest, large enough to admit a common- 
sized probe, and situated over the point where the sixth and seventh 
ribs are joined to their cartilages. Upon passing a probe into this aperture, 
it penetrated rather more than an inch in a direction downwards, and 
backwards, where it was resisted by a firm, but not osseous substance. 
This examination gave great pain, the parts being extremely sensitive. 
During the following winter, the pains about the ribs increased, the res- 
piration began to be more or Jess affected, and the patient was occasion- 
ally troubled with hiccough, which seemed to indicate some connection 
of the diaphragm with the affected part. 
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Finding himself prevented from attending to his business, gradually 
losing strengih, and, added to this, much suffering attending the disease, 
he finally determined to submit himself to an operation. 

The state of the patient a few days previous to the operation, was as 
follows. He complains of great weakness and inability to move about ; 
his digestion is not good ; he has a constant pain in the region of the 
disease, that is at the poimt where the sixth and seventh ribs are joined 
to their cartilages. Here there is a large, hard, immoveable tumor, hav- 
ing on its surface a fistulous opening, with indurated edges. On passing 
a probe into this aperture, the depth of the cavity seems to have greatly 
increased since the examination made in the preceding spring ; as much 
apparently from the deposition of a new substance, external to the ribs, 
as from an extension of the disease inwards, towards the pleura; the 
probe encounters at the extremity of this cavity, first what appear- 
ed to be the cartilage, and further on, the bony part of the rib, evidently 
in a carious state. 

The operation was performed on the 21st of January, in presence of 
a number of the medical profession of Boston. The patient was placed 
on a table, in a horizontal position. An incision four inches in length, 
was made in an oblique direction, over the sixth rib, joined by two inci- 
sions at either extremity of the first, so as by this means to form two 
quadrangular flaps. 

The integuments were now dissected up, a matter of some difficulty, 
from their very strong adhesions to the parts below, and a firm cartilaginous 
substance exposed, forming a large tumor, destroying the natural 
appearance of the parts, and rendering it difficult to determine in which 
direction the diseased ribs and cartilages Jay. After much time and pa- 
tience, this substance was carefully removed, partly by shaving it off 
with the scalpel, and by occasionally removing portions of it with the 
cutting forceps, and the diseased parts at length exposed. Both the 
sixth and seventh ribs were found to be carious, their cartilages also being 
involved. The ribs were now carefully isolated from the surrounding 
parts, a probe passed under them, and the pleura, which was much thick- 
ened, and a part of the diaphragm, separated from their internal surfaces. 
‘Three inches of the seventh rib, and its cartilage, with two inches of 
the sixth, were removed by the chain saw and cutting forceps. ‘There 
was very little hemorrhage, and no appearance of bleeding from the in- 
tercostal arteries, which undoubtedly had become obliterated in the 
course of the disease. 

The external wound, which had been somewhat enlarged in the 
course of the operation, was brought together by two or three points of 
suture, and by adhesive straps. Although the operation lasted a long 
time, and some parts of it were exceedingly painful, it was borne with 
great fortitude. The patient did not seem greatly exhausted. 

On the second day after the operation, he had a severe pleuritic attack. 
This yielded to a copious bleeding, and ‘in the course of two weeks he 
was able to walk about his chamber. From exerting himself too much,. 
he was attacked with an ervthematous affection between the wound and 
os ilii. ‘This terminated in a partial suppuration. From the conse- 
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quences of this attack he very slowly recovered. The following sum- 
mer he went into the country, still suffering occasionally with some pain 
about the ribs. During his residence in the country, his heal:h gradual- 
ly improved ; and on his return to town, the wound had entirely healed, 
and he is now in the full enjoyment of health. 

One of the greatest difficulties in the operation was the removal of 
the cartilaginous formation, which covered the ribs, and destroyed all the 
anatomical signs which were necessary for prosecuting the operation with 


anything like facility. This occupied much time, and the parts, con-— 


trary to what would naturally be supposed, were endowed with an ex- 
cessive degree of sensibility. A portion of the diaphragm and pleura, 
was exposed by the operation. The latter, during the slow inflamma- 
tion which had been going on, had become greatly thickened ; if this 
had not been the case, it would have been very difficult to have separated 
the pleura, without cutting into the cavity of the chest. 

The other operation in which excision ofa portion of the ribs was prac- 
tised, was in a case of osteo-sarcoma—perforned by Dr. Warren in the 
course of the last month. The patient was a stout, healthy person, a 
surveyor, from Upper Canada. Six years since, and without any pre- 
vious injury, that he was aware of, a small, hard tumor appeared over 
the angle of the ninth or tenth rib. From that time to the present, it 
has gradually increased in size—having, however, daily, less of that 
bony hardness, which characterized it at first. 

It was of a circular form, about six inches in diameter, and having an 
elevation above the ribs of between two and three inches. — Its situation 
was on the lower part of the chest, covering a portion of the seventh, 
eighth, ninth and tenth ribs—to all of which it appeared attached, but 
more firmly to the ninth, which was 
most affected by its movements. The 
skin covering the tumor was perfect- 
ly natural, both in color and consist- 
ence, and the patient complained of 
no inconvenience or suffering from 
the disease. 

The accompanying wood cut will 
give some idea of the relative size 
and situation of the tumor. 

The operation was performed on 
the 27th of March, 1837, in the fol- 
lowing manner. ‘The patient was 
placed on a table, a little inclined to 
the right, with a pillow under the 
chest, so as to cause a projection of 
the left side of the thorax. | 

The operation was commenced by 
a longitudinal incision about five inch- 
es in length, directly over the tu- 
mor. This was joined by another 
transverse incision, at right angles with 
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its central part—the two incisions being well represented by the letter 
T. The flap, thus formed, being dissected up, the insertions of the ex- 
ternal oblique were exposed, and dissected off, not without some difficul- 
ty, however, on account of its strong contractions. The Jatissimus dor- 
Si was now discovered passing over the outer edge of the tumor, and the 
same, and in fact more trouble was experienced in dividing this muscle, 
than the preceding ; the dissection of it was excessively painful to the 
patient, and was followed by some hemorrhage. ‘The tumor being at 
length perfectly exposed, was found to originate from the ninth rib, but 
was strongly adherent to the seventh, eighth and tenth. A knife was 
now carefully insinuated under the tumor, and its adhesions to the ribs 
dissected off, great care being taken not to cut through the intercostal mus- 
cle and penetrate the chest. As the attachment of the tumor to the ninth 
rib was not by its whole base, it was thought that more of the rib might 
be saved, by first detaching the tumor, and afterwards cutting out the 
rib, than by removing both the tumor and rib together. It was therefore 
cut off from the rib at about an inch distance from its cartilage, and the 
morbid origin of the tumor exposed. 

The intercostals were now cut through, the diaphragm carefully sepa- 
rated from the rib and pleura, and a director passed under, at the points 
where the rib was to be divided. ‘The bone was next cut through with 
the cutting forceps, and about two inches in length of it removed, with a 

ortion of its cartilage. ‘The diaphragm immediately rose up, forming a 
aes between the ribs. The hemorrhage was not great—most of it 
being from the divided muscles. No artery bled sufficiently to require 
being secured by ligature. ‘The wound was brought together by sutures, 
and adhesive plasters. The patient was very little exhausted by the 
operation. A considerable degree of febrile excitement followed, re- 
quiring the employment of copious bleeding. 

The wound has united nearly throughout by the first intention, and 
the patient is rapidly gaining strength, without the occurrence of any 
bad symptoms. 

In this case, unlike the preceding, very ‘little thickening of the parts 
lying under the ribs had taken place. This rendered the difficulty and 
danger much greater, in separating the pleura and diaphragm from their 
adhesions to the ribs, which, however, was finally accomplished without 
penetrating the chest. 

Both of these operations sufficiently demonstrate that the excision of 
the ribs, with sufficient precautions, may be practised with comparative 
safety. M. 

April 28th, 1837. 


MEDICAL BOTANY. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgica) Journal.| 


NO. IV.—-ASTER PUNICEUS. STAR FLOWER, 


Sex. Syst.—Class syngenesia; order polygamia superflua. Generic 
Characteristics.—Calyx imbricate, the inferior scales spreading ; egect 
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simple, pilose ; receptacle scrobiculate ; florets of the ray usually more 
than ten ; color white or purple. ; 

The A. Puniceus is a popular remedy in many parts of the country, 
and the shops are sometimes supplied with it. The root is the part 
used. It is called cuckoo-ash, cold-water root, cold-water valerian, &c. 
It is a white, fibrous root, of an aromatic odor, when recent, and an 
agreeably pungent, aromatic taste. It is used, mostly, as a mild stimu- 
lant and diaphoretic, in chronic rheumatism, jaundice and dropsical affec- 
tions. This is one of the most important remedies of the “ root doc- 
tor,” and is often extolled for its “ wonderful cures.” 1 have known it 
used, by order of physicians, to some advantage, particularly in the para- 
lytic affections of old persons. Other species of the Aster are often 
substituted for this, and, probably, with the same result. It is given in 
tincture or infusion, and may be used freely without danger. 


NO. V.——-SYMPLOCARPUS. SKUNK CABBAGE, 


Synonyms. Dracontium Feetidum, Ictodes Foetidus, &e. Dr. Wood 
says the name Symplocarpus ought to be retained. 

Sex. Syst.—Class tetrandia ; order monogynia. Symplocarpus Fe- 
tida, Torrey. 

This singular plant blossoms in February, March and April, and its 
flowers may be found in May. Before its leaves appear in spring, its 
ventricose spatha may be found inclosing a somewhat globose spadiz, 
studded with minute, perfect flowers. These consist of a monophyllous, 
deeply-four parted, persistent calyx, four stamens, a style and stigma, 
and a single seed imbedded in the spongy receptacle. 

It grows abundantly in the southern parts of New England, but, I 
believe, does not inhabit the cold and mountainous parts of Vermont 
and New Hampshire. Its value is well known to many physicians in 
relieving nervous irritation and spasmodic affections. It sometimes op- 
erates effectually as an expectorant; but its chief remedial agency 
in coughs seems to depend on its properties asa nervine and antispas- 
modic. It has been used successfully in asthma, chronic rheumatism 
and dropsy, and may perhaps be of some value in hooping cough. 
It is often very useful in relieving palpitation, unconnected with structu- 
ral derangement of the heart. Dr. Thatcher has used it with advantage 
in hysteria. Dose, of the root in powder, from 10 to 30 grains. 

Cambridge, April 25th, 1837. S. A. T 


FOREIGN BODY IN THE BRONCHIAL TUBE. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—I observed in your Journal of March 15th, the report of a boy, 
aged three years, who from the right bronchia coughed up an eight-pen- 
ny cut nail, which had remained there thirty-six days. Since noticing 
the report of that case, I have thought that the following might not be — 
uninteresting to your readers. On the evening of the 10th day of Feb- 
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ruary last, three artificial teeth in one block, with two wooden pivots, 
separated from the jaw of Dr. ‘T., of this town, and passed, whilst he 
was coughing, down the trachea and lodged near the bifureation of the 
right bronehia. After remaining there forty-six days, they were cough- 
ed up with about half a tea-cup of purulent matter. The length of 
the teeth and pivots was 5-8 of an inch, and the breadth of the block of 
teeth 7-8 of an inch. ‘The symptoms during the first week were loss of 
appetite, occasional irritative cough, difficulty of breathing, with soreness 
in the right side. After that time, in the morning he had severe parox- 
ysins of coughing, expectorating from a pint to a pint and a half, which 
was of a greenish color. During the last two weeks of the teeth 
remaining there, he felt their irritation very sensibly whilst coughing. 
Throughout, his breath was offensive. From the 28th of March, the 
time they were ejected, to the present date, he has raised about half a 
pint per diem. His strength has gradually increased, and within a few 
cays he has been able to ride out. 

The termination of this case shall appear through the columns of the 
Journal at some future time. . Yours respectfully, 


Derry, N. H., April 21, 1837. Tuomas Watwace. 


PROSTITUTION IN PARIS. 


M. P. Decuatetet, M.D., has lately published a work on this sub- 
ject, which, though in many respects abounding in the most horrid and 
disgusting details, is otherwise full of interest to the medical philosopher. 
From a table which shows the number of prostitutes annually registered 
in Paris from 1812 to 1832 inclusive, it appears that in the former year 
there were 15,523; and in the latter, no less than 42,699 of these 
abandoned wretches were registered and licensed for this deplorable trade ! 
With regard to the former occupations of these females, our author re- 
marks that the more sedentary the avocations, the more uncertain the 
employment, and the more congregated the employés, the more nutri- 
ment is furnished to the destructive leaven of prostitution. The state of 
education, as might have been expected, was found to be very low among 
them, one third being incapable of writing their own names. The pro- 

ortion atnong them who were originally illegitimates, was only 1 in 4 
in Paris, and much less in the departments. ‘Their ages varied from 12 
years to 50. Some appear to have been allowed to inscribe their names 
at the age of 10 or 11. ‘The causes of prostitution were found to be 
numerous. Almost all acknowledged that they had led an irregular life 
before becoming actual prostitutes on the town, and nearly all were de- 
flowered previously. Among the primary causes was 1DLENEss! Some 
who came in to inscribe their names had not tasted food for some days 
before making up their minds to the dire alternative. The other causes 
mentioned by Mons. D., are seduction, domestic chagrin and bad treat- 
ment, long sojourn in hospitals, the misconduct and bad example of pa- 
rents, and loss of employment and want. The latter is the most often 
accused by those who inscribe their names on the black list of prostitu- 
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tion. The salaries of females employed in dress work, and many other 
sedentary occupations, are only sutlicient to procure subsistence for the 
time, and when any circumstance throws them out of work, they imagine 
themselves forced to go on the town or starve. It is often found that 
mothers, abandoned by their husbands, have taken to prostitution for the 
support of their children—and girls for the support of their aged parents. 
The following particulars are curious and melancholy. Out 518% in- 
scriptions, there were 164 instances of two sisters inscribing at the same 
time—4 instances of three sisters inscribing—3 instances of four sisters 
entering at once on this wretched system of life. There were 16 in- 
stances of mother and daughter inscribing together—4 of aunt and niece 
—22 of cousins going to the same office for the same purpose. 

An inquiry into the manners and habits of prostitutes is considered by 
our author as of the utmost importance, as little amelioration among 
them can be expected without a knowledge on this subject. ‘They ap- 
pear, superficially, to delight in their profession, and to be more than 
usually happy. But in prisons or hospitals, when left to reflection, they 
afford incontestible prools of the misery which presses on their souls 
while they are forced to wear the semblance of happiness. Conscious 
of their degradation, the sight of modest women is insupportable, and, by 
a kind of involuntary revengeful impulse, they are inclined to insult 
them. Many instances have been known of their becoming insane from 
reflection on their wretched state. They are in general profoundly 
ignorant of all religious duties, and destitute of religious feelings. Many 
of them, however, by a kind of instinct, are taken with devotional feel- 
ings at the sight of funerals or when on the bed of death. Jn their ex- 
ternal behavior, great improvement has taken place within the last few 
years. Intemperance among them is almost universal. In moments of 
sadness they fly to stimulants, and the habit, once formed, is never after- 
wards shaken off. The habit of malpropreté and mendacity is also 
nearly universal. One good quality among them is their universal dis- 
position to assist each other in misfortune, sickness or distress. This 
generous sentiment is probably engendered by the conviction that they 
are a class abandoned and despised by the world, and consequently that 
they have nothing to hope but from each other. This sympathy, how- 
ever, often extends to others; and many prostitutes support their aged 
parents or distressed sisters out of their miserable earnings. ‘They are 
not anxious to avoid pregnancy, being sure of succor from their compan- 
ions in their time of need. ‘They make excellent mothers and nurses, 
An indifference, amounting to loathing, generally soon takes place in re- 
gard to the illicit and promiscuous intercourse with the other sex, and 
the practice of selecting some favorite, to whom they become strongly 
attached fora time, is almost universal. ‘This attachment is so strong 
that the most tyrannical treatment from their paramours will not cause 
them to rebel or part from them. A considerable number of young 
men in Paris have no other means of subsistence than the wages of pros- 
titution earned by these filles publiques ! 

In classifying these abandoned creatures, our author alludes to three 
genera, in the higher classes, the most dangerous to society, who are not 
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licensed by the police. These he calls “* Femmes Gallantes,” “ Femmes 
& Parties,” and ‘Femmes des Spectacles et des Theatres.” The 
“Filles en Carte ’’ are those who are registered and licensed by the po- 
lice, and are subjected to periodical examinations by authorized medical 
inspectors. Among the latter there are also numerous grades. 

The embonpoint and brilliant health of a great portion of the Parisian 
prostitutes, which have been attributed by many to the frequent use of 
mercury, are thought by Dr. D. to be owing to their inactivity of life, 
rich food, and frequent use of the warm bath. The meagre and 
emaciated exceptions he accounts for by poverty aud hunger, or consti- 
tutional dispositions. The hoarse and discordant tones of the voice in 
prostitutes, which so often crucify the ears of listeners, are observed most 
frequently among those who linger around the doors of cabarets, who 
are often intoxicated, and who then indulge in loud vociferations. 

Aimong the physiological considerations treated of by our author, are 
several which are important to the medico-legal inquirer. An immense 
experience in the examination of prostitutes, has made him very doubt- 
ful and timid as to the proofs of virginity, and also of defloration. Sev- 
eral instances are mentioned by him, in which gross mistakes were made 
by those most able to decide by examination. He also refers to a new 
sign of pregnancy discovered by M. Jacquemin, which consists of a 
deep violet tint, sometimes like the lees of wine, presented by the whole 
mucovs membrane of the vagina when utero-gestation is going on. ‘This 
sign has never failed him, and he relies on it with the most implicit 
confidence. 

The work of Dr. Duchatelet is in two vols., and an analysis of about 
half of the first vol. is given in the Medico-Chirurgical Review, from 
which it has been abbreviated as above. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, MAY 3, 1837. 


BOSTON NOMENCLATURE OF DISEASES. 


In consequence of the imperfect manner of constructing the Boston bills 
of mortality, the following circular, accompanied by resolutions of the 
City Council, was addressed to the practitioners of Boston, by the Mayor, 
which if strictly adhered to, will obviate all the difficulties complained of 
under the old system. 
City of Boston, February 16, 1837. 

Sir :—I have the honor to send you herewith certain resolutions which 
have been adopted by the City Council, together with several copies of 
nomenclatures of diseases and of blank returns of deaths. You are re- 
spectfully requested by the City Government to fill the blanks in the cer- 
tificate of returns, on the death of any of your patients, or of any person 
who has had no attending physician, to whom you may be called, accord- 
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ing to the intention of these resolutions, and cause the same to be sent to 
the Superintendent of Burial Grounds, in the manner prescribed therein. 
Yours respectfully, 
Samuet A. Eviotr, Mayor. 

Resolved, That every physician be requested to make a true return to 
the Superintendent of Burial Grounds, of every death that shall occur 
in his practice, within twenty-four hours after such death shall take place, 
in the following manner, viz.: It shall be the duty of every Funeral Un- 
dertaker to call on the physician who attended the deceased, and obtain 
such a certificate of return, and thus report the disease. 

Resolved, That in cases of deaths from accidents, or of deaths where 
there has been no attending physician, the said undertakers be directed 
to request the services of any physician, to inquire into the circumstances 
of such death or deaths, and then give his opinion according to the above 
mentioned form ; excepting, however, cases of suicide and homicide, in 
which a Coroner’s inquest shall, of course, be the return. 

Nomenclature.prepured by the Boston Medical Association.—Abortion ; 
abscess—in the brain, in the lungs, in the liver, in the pleura, lumbar, 
psoas, etc. ; aneurism—of the heart, of the aorta, of other arteries ; 
angina pectoris; apoplexy ; asthma; brain—diseases of ; burns and 
scalds ; cachexy ; cancer—of the breast, of the uterus, of the rectum, 
of the tongue, etc. ; carbuncle ; caries ; casualty ; catalepsy ; catarrh ; 
childbed ; chlorosis; cholera—bilious, or common, infantum, malignant ; 
colic—bilious, or common, painters’ ; concussion of the brain ; consump- 
tion ; contusion ; convulsions; cramp in the stomach ; croup; delirium tre- 
mens ; diabetes ; diarrhcea—acute, chronic; dislocation of the spine, etc.; 
drinking cold water ; dropsy—in the head, inthe chest, in the abdomen ; 
drowned ; dysentery—acute, chronic ; dyspepsy ; epilepsy ; erysipelas; 
feebleness at birth ; fever—intermittent, remittent, inflammatory, typhus, 
spotted, gastric, puerperal, yellow ; fistula in ano ; fracture—of the skull, 
of the ribs, of the spine, etc. ; frozen ; fungus hematodes ; gangrene— 
of the mouth, etc., dry ; gout; gravel ; hemorrhage—from the lungs, 
from the bowels, from the stomach, from the uterus, etc. ; hanged ; heart, 
disease of; hernia ; hooping cough ; hydrophobia ; imperforate anus ; 
inflammation—of the brain, of the heart, of the pericardium, of the 
larynx, of the lungs, of the pleura, of the peritoneum, of the stomach, of 
the bowels, of the liver, of the spleen, of the kidney, of the bladder, of 
the uterus, of the veins, of the absorbents, etc. ; influenza ; intoxication; 
introsusception ; jaundice ; marasmus ; measles; melena; menorrha- 
gia ; neuralgia ; old age ; palsy ; poison ; prolapsus of the uterus ; 
purpura ; retroversion of the uterus ; rheumatism ; rickets ; scarlatina ; 
scirrhus—of the stomach, of the rectum, etc. ; scrofula ; scurvy ; small- 
pox ; sorethroat—inflammatory, ulcerated, malignant ; spine, disease of ; 
St. Vitus’s dance ; stillborn ; stone ; strangury ; stricture—of the a@so- 
phagus, of rectum, etc.; stroke of the sun; suffocation—by charcoal, ete. ; 
suicide—by hanging, by drowning, etc. ; syphilis ; teething ; tetanus ; 
tumor [the nature and situation to be mentioned } ; ulcer ; urine—sup- 

pression of, retention of ; varioloid ; white swelling—of the knee, etc. ; 
worms—tapeworm, etc. ; wound. 


Effects of Coffee-drinking on Stature.—A singular property has recent- 
ly ee h Br. v9 coffee, when drank habitually from early childhood to 
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the age of puberty, which it is worth while to examine with physiological 
accuracy. It is said that the effect is to prevent that development of the 
bones, which would take place were this delicious article never intro- 
duced into the stomach. ‘That it acts in ‘this way, in every case, is cer- 
tainly questionable ; some individuals grow exceedingly tall, and would, 
were they to drink strong coffee every hour in the twenty-four, the first 
ten years of their existence ; but no one will deny that out of the entire 
population of any particular district which might be selected, a majority 
of the whole, living in the ordinary mode-—that is, using coffee—would fall 
below the medium stature of five feet nine inches. Scarcely one man in 
seven hundred, on the average, in New England, measures six feet—and 
perhaps those towering above that altitude are hardly in the ratio of one 
to eighteen thousand, Before and for some years alter the American 
Revolution, travellers uniformly spoke of the yankees as being a tall, 
well-built race of men. ‘The females were equally distinguished for their 
fine, tall, elastic figures. The old men of the present day, who rarely 
tasted coffee in their youth, its use then being exceedingly limited, as a 
body are taller than any equal number of men, taken promiscuously from 
the trades and professions of these degenerate times. All this difference 
is now imputed by some to the stinting influence of coffee. If coffee- 
drinking in this climate does prevent children from being as tall as they 
were originally designed to be—parents, ambitious of practising upon the 
first principles of calisthenics, had better return to the old-fashioned, 
though excellent and appropriate dish of bread and milk, which under or- 
dinary cicumstances never failed to give health, height and happiness to 
those who were reared upon it. 

Any facts, which may be produced to show that this theory is either 
incorrect or otherwise, would much oblige us. 


Imitation of Anatomical Specimens.—MM. Thibet and Rameana have 
invented a composition which may be moulded with much greater facility 
than plaster, and which perfectly represents the anatomical subjects which 
require to be imitated; once hardened, it resists pressure, damp, and heat 
equal to boiling water. Each part is painted in oil, of the proper colors, 
and then varnished, so that it may be washed without injury. 


Snirit m the Stomach.—A case of violent death was referred to at a 
meeting of the Westminster Medical Society on the 4th of February 
last, in which it was decided, on a post-mortem examination, 30 hours af- 
ter death, that the individual was not intoxicated when she received the 
fatal blow, because no spirit was found in the stomach. ‘The woman had 
lived several hours aiter the alleged intoxication. A member mentioned 
some experiments detailed by Dr. Andrew Coombe, in which it was 
proved that ardent spirit never remained in the stomach for more than 
half an hour. Dr. Brown stated that a solution of opium could not be 
detected in the stomach after a period of six hours, and he should consider 
that the presence of spirit would continue about as long. Dr. Bureaud 
Rioffrey alluded to some experiments made hy Magendie with ether, and 
also with spirit, upon a guinea-pig, in which it was found that those sub- 
stances, when introduced into the stomach, through a tube, the cesopha- 
no being afterwards tied, escaped in the course of half an hour by the 
ungs. 
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Connecticut Medical Society.—The annuai convention of the President 
and Fellows of the Connecticut Medical Society will be held in Hartford 
on Wednesday, May 10th, at 9 o’clock, A.M. The following is a list 
of the Fellows elected for the ensuing year :— 

Hartford County.—David 8S. Dodge, Sumner Ives, Ralph Carter, Hen- 
ry Holmes, Earl Loomis. 

New Haven County.—Reynold Webb, Henry Bronson, Josiah M. Col- 
burn, Nathan B. Ives, John H. Kain. 

New London County.—John O. Miner, Avery Downer, James Rogers, 
William Hyde, Dyer T. Brainard. 

Fairfield County.—Jeremiah T. Denison, Ezra P. Bennett, Elijah B. 
Middlebrock, Rufus Blakeman, John Judson. 

Windham County.—Andrew Harris, Daniel A. Hovey, William Witter, 
Orrin Witter, John H. Simmons. 

Latchfield County.—Norman Lyman, Josiah G. Beckwith, Luther Tick+ 
nor, Johnson C. Hatch, Gamaliel H. St. John. 

County.—Charles Woodward, Thomas Miner, 2d, Asa 

. Holt. 

Tolland County.—Alvan Talcott, William H. Richardson, Oliver K. 
Isham. 


Cutaneous Affection. Dr. Addison mentioned a curious case, at a meet- 
ing of the Westminster Medical Society, in which a young man suffered at 
the saine time (according to the arbitrary distinctions made by authors) 
from three distinct cutaneous affections—erythema nodosum, erythema pa- 
pulatum, and herpes. The patient was healthy, but had a delicate skin. It 
was impossible, he said, to suppose that these were there distinct diseases, 
depending on distinct causes ; but that, on the contrary, they were iden- 
tical, the character of the eruptions being modified by the intensity of 
the affection and the peculiarity of the tissue in which they occurred. 


Medical Miscellany.—Daniel Brackett, who recently died at New- 
market, N. H. was-supposed to have been the largest man in the world. 
His weight was 560, lbs. He was nearly six feet high, and measured 
seven feet and ten inches round the body.—Mr. Russell, a surgeon of St. 
Bartholomew’s, recently lost his life by a scratch made by a bone of a body 
he was dissecting. —Dr. Waters Smith goes out surgeon, and Dr. Wil- 
liam M. Wood passed assistant surgeon, of the U.S. Ship Independence, 
about to take the American Minister to Russia.—Of seven convicts sent 
to Sing Sing Prison, N. Y., in March, four are said to have died of the 
jail fever, contracted at Bellevue.—The annual meeting of the Boston 
Medical Association, was held at the College, Mason street, on Monday 
last, May Ist, at 4, P, M.—Dr. Richard Barnum, of Raleigh, N. C., on 
an indictment for poisoning his wife, has been acquitted.—A case of 
smallpox exists in New Bedford.—Dr. Chaplin, Cambridgeport, has 
opened a private asylum for the reception of lunatics.—Dr. Dunglison’s 
second number of the new Journal and Library, is even better than the 
first, and is deserving of patronage.—Twenty deaths by consumption 
were reported in Philadelphia last week.—A boy having. fell down on the 
Boulevard du Temple, at Paris, with apoplexy, the physician who was 
sent for excused himself by saying he was en dishabille, and had not yet 
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taken his dejeunera la fourchette ; the patient expired for want of a lancet. 
—Smallpox is making dreadful destruction in some of the West India 
Islands.—The Medical College of Charleston, S. C. held its annual com- 
mencement on the 24th of March. Six students were graduated doctors 
of medicine. 


Diep,—At Fredonia, N. Y., Dr. L. Ww. Caryl, formerly of Boston. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending April 29, 29. Males, |5—Females, 14. 
Consumption, 2—infantile, 1—cancer, 2—lung fever, 5—croup, 2—quinsy, 1—tumor, 1—marasmus, 
1—old age, 3—typhus fever, 2—apoplexy, 1—intemperance, 1—dropsy on the chest, l—intermittent 
fever, 1—teething, ]—intlammation of the brain, 1—dropsy on the brain, 1—scrofula, 1— 
stillborn, 2. 


TO PHYSICIANS. 
A pHystctan wishing a location in a pleasant town near the centre of Worcester County, Mass., 
where he can command a large business, may hear of one by inquiring, personally, or by letter post- 
paid, at this otfice—the present occupant wishing to leave his business, on account of ill health. 
April 19—tf 


TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 
Tue undersigned are associated for the purpose of instructing in all the branches of Medicine and 
Surgery. A suitable room will be provided, and pupils will have the use of an extensive medical 
library, opportunities for seeing the practice of one of the districts of the Dispensary and of the Eye 
and Ear tntirmary, and of attending « course of lectures on the diseases of the eye. 
A regular course of recitations and examinations will include all the required professional works. 
Anatomical imstruction and private dissection will form a prominent part in the study of the pupils. 


For further iutormation, apply to either of the subscribers. JOHN JEFFRIES, M.D. 
R. W. HOOPER, M.D. 
Franklin Street, Nov. 9, 1836. N16—tf JOHN H. DIX, M.D. 


RETREAT FOR INVALIDS. 
Tue profession is respectfully informed that Dr. A. H. Witper has purchased a large and convenient 
house in the pleasant town of Groton, Mass., likewise suitable carsizxges, horses, saddles, &c., for the 
accommodation of nervous invalids. ; April 12—3t 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. : 
THE Subscribers have associated for the purpose of giving instruction to Medical Students. Oppor- 
tunities will be afforded forthe observation of diseases and their treatment in one of the Dispensa- 
ry Districts and at the House of Industry; and clinical instruction will be given on the cases. 
be re the various branches of Medical Science, and 
ample opportunities afforded for the cultivation of Practical Anatomy. Speci i i 
to the exploration of diseases of the-Heart and Lungs. 
Applications may be made to either of the Subscribers. 


MARSHALL S. PERRY, M.D. 

AUGUSTUS A. GOULD, M.D. 

Nov. 30. HENRY I. BOWDITCH. M.D. 
HENRY G. WILEY, Ws 


Hysicransin any part of the United States may hereafter be furnished with pure vaccine vi 
addressing the editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal—inclosing a dollar. Letom alia 
be post-paid, or they will not be taken from the Post Office. The virus will invariably be sent by the 
first mail, unless some other mode of conveyance is directed. Ten charged quills, an ample quan- 
tity for meeting any sudden emergency, and Certainly sufficient to propagate a supply from, will be 
supply that which is positively genuine and recently taken. It will also be 


A. AR, M.D. Intends forming a class for the study of Dentistry, in every branch. The 

ber will be limited, and each student will have an opportunity of ententinn peadtically Pc an 
with all the operations and manipulatious requisite. Dr. D. has provided a large and commedious 


- work-room for their exclusive use. Further particul i 
1 Montgomery Place. ~ er ~~ may be learned by calling on Dr. Dewar, No. 
Boston, Oct. 7, 1836. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesd b 
Db. CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all Coutsunications 
must be addressed, post-paid, [tis also published in Monthly Parts, each Part containing the weekly 
numbers of the preceding month, stitched in acover. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.—Price 3,00 a 
$4,00 if not paid within the year.—Agents allowed 

gratis.—Orders from a distance must be accom 
satisfactory reference.—Postage the same as for a newspaper. 


